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Taylor students brave winter storm as they head back to school for a new semester.

Ally Horine

News Co-Editor

When senior Miki Sir left Iowa on
Sunday to return to Taylor, she did not
expect having to stop and stay at a

hotel in Galesburg, Ill. A winter storm
that dumped 8–10 inches across the
Midwest left her stranded during her
long trek back to campus.
“The roads were extremely icy and
sometimes poorly plowed,” Sir said.

“The worst was the wind. It would
blow and make it impossible to see
anything. Semis and cars were in
ditches everywhere.”
Eventually, Sir made the decision to get off of the roads and stay

Photograph provided by Lauren Anderson

at a hotel until conditions cleared
up, causing her to miss class the
following day. Like Sir, many students were stuck at home or faced
treacherous road conditions as they
The storm continues on page 2

Upcoming campaign to spark spirit of hospitality
Pay It Forward
launches next week
Julia Oller

News Co-Editor

The first fundraiser in Taylor history asking every student to donate is
not focused on giving dollars, but on
giving back.
The Pay It Forward Initiative offers
students the chance to contribute toward the fireplace near the Jumping
Bean in the new LaRita R. Boren Campus Center. On Feb. 12 and 13, those
who wish to donate can give online or
at stations set up in the DC and Union.
Because $19.5 million of the
$20.5 total building cost has already been raised, student ambassador intern and junior Abby
Dyer sees the campaign as a way
to highlight the generosity of those
who have already given.
“The dollar amount is not our goal,”
Dyer said. “But we’d love for students
to be able to finish the rest of it off.”
To further emphasize the initiative’s philanthropic focus, the campaign team encourages students
to give in honor of those who have
shown them hospitality during
their time at Taylor, from CREW
tour guides to influential professors. Online donors can use the
hashtag #ididitfor___ to acknowledge their honorees on the donation website.
Every giver’s name will be engraved
on a plaque in the new student center. Instead of listing names according to donation amount, the plaque
will be arranged alphabetically. Jason
Koh, a MAHE student who served as a
J-term intern for the campaign, said

that this arrangement highlights the
participants’ attitudes rather than
their dollars.
“There’s no shame in how much you
can give,” Koh said. “It’s more (about)
giving from your heart.”
Every contributor will also receive a
pin with the “Paying It Forward” logo
as a celebration of their generosity.
Additionally, the Habeckers will host
a gathering for wings or floors with 100

percent participation.
President Habecker said that the
campaign offers students the chance
to join a legacy of generosity that he
experienced during his time at Taylor.
“All Taylor students, including
Marylou and me, have been blessed by the efforts of previous Taylor
students and friends who have sacrificially provided for the needs of future generations of Taylor students,”

Graphic designed by Matthew Morse

Funds from the Pay It Forward campaign will be used to build a new community fireplace in the new Campus Center.
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Habecker said. “That is why this student effort inspires us.”
Koh hopes that when the effort
ends, students view the Campus Center not only as a building, but as an
opportunity to invest in those who
come after.
“We probably won’t see the fruits of
our labor now, but we know that future generations that come to Taylor
will experience this,” Koh said.
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Murder-Suicide at University of SC
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The storm continued from page 1

relies on a team of advisers including the vice president for student
development, the vice president
for business administration, the
campus chief of police and the director of media relations. Each
member of the team assess the situation by checking local stations
and discussing options with their
respective teams. All deliberation
tries to provide a complete input
to aid in the decision-making process. This becomes difficult when
students are traveling outside of
the monitored areas.
“Because we are a residential university and in most situations the vast
majority of our students are safe in

Staff Writer

Febraury 6, 2015

Solutions at The Grille such as new
signs, a bagging area, orderly lines
and faster service are improving
customer satisfaction. According to
Director of Dining Services Matt Riley, such changes are largely due to

abcnews.go.com

dorms and have access to dining services, our first priority is the safety of
commuting faculty, staff and students
when it comes to decisions about
closing the campus,” Moshier said.
Bad weather rarely forces the university to close. According to Moshier,
in the past 16 years campus has only
closed three days, and all three were
last year.
Senior Kelsey Emery and some
classmates also traveled to Arkansas
for their J-term break. Due to inclement weather, they left early and divided their trip back to campus into two
days, staying in Morton, Ill., on Saturday night and returning to campus
Sunday afternoon.

“When we left Illinois on Sunday morning, the roads were pretty slick,” Emery said. We saw 17 cars
in the ditch from Morton to Upland.
Once we got farther into Indiana, the
roads improved.”
This particular snow storm arrived at a complicated time: at the
end of J-term break, when many students were traveling back to campus. When the university issued a
tweet at 3:14 p.m. on Sunday stating that classes would resume, students had to make the decision to
brave the roads or miss the first
day of spring semester. According
to the student handbook, travel difficulties are considered unexcused

absences and can influence a student’s final course grade.
To combat students traveling in
risky conditions, faculty were notified via email to excuse all students
absent due to weather. Students, however were not notified of this decision.
“I think because Upland didn’t
get the kind of snow I saw, it made
sense for them not to cancel,” Sir
said. “But I wish they would have
sent an email to students excusing
absences for this particular storm
since it was so widespread and so
many people were gone for the
break. Looking back it was so dangerous and scary. I wish I wouldn’t
have tried to drive through it.”

constantly asking ourselves how we
can better serve our students here at
Taylor along with the faculty and staff.”
When students or faculty voice
concerns to Dean of Students Skip
Trudeau, issues are quickly brought to
The Grille’s attention. Last semester,
main concerns dealt with signage, the
speed of service and especially the congested atmosphere during rush times.
“When it got really busy, there was
no order,” Retail Manager Brenda Christian said. “You couldn’t tell if someone
had ordered or if someone was waiting in line so we came up with the idea
of putting the signs up so people knew
where to order and where to wait for
their food. It seems less congested.”
When students fill out comment
cards and leave their full names,
they will receive a prompt response
from Christian as well as a free snack
from The Grille. According to Christian, the implementation of signs and
new food choices as well as other insightful ideas comes from student
comment cards.
“The last person that filled one out
recommended that we put spinach dip
with our pita chips, so now we’re trying
that out,” Christian said. “Other comment cards come in that just aren’t feasible, but I respond to everyone that
has a full name or email on it.”
Riley and Christian work with Creative Dining Service’s regional director, Dave Seweryn, to come up with
solutions to problems presented

or ways to implement constructive suggestions.
“Sometimes an idea won’t work, so
we’ll change it,” Christian said. “We’re
trying to service our customers the
best we can, and sometimes that’s
through trial and error.”
In addition to student feedback,
The Grille frequently sought guidance from faculty members. Over
J-term break, Riley created a faculty
questionnaire and The Grille hosted
a luncheon for all responders.
“We talked to them while they were
here, telling them about what we
hope to do in the future, asking them
for more feedback and having them
sample three of our panini sandwiches,” Christian said.
Thanks to faculty feedback, The
Grille has added its new panini sandwiches to the cooler. These sandwiches can also be warmed in the Panini
press. The Grille has also narrowed
its soup choices according to student
preferences and tweaks the menu in
order to serve customers its reported
foods of choice.
“Most of the changes have been really well received and have made a
huge impact on our overall satisfaction,” Matt Riley said.
Such results make feedback highly valued and greatly encouraged at
the Grille.
“We appreciate it because that’s the
only way to know how to serve better,”
Christian said.

constructive suggestions from students and faculty.
“We take customer feedback very
seriously, along with conversations I
have with Student Development and
Student Senate,” Riley said. “We are
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Dividers have cleared clutter making lines less congested for Grille customers.

foxnews.com
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Updated signs and menu options have led to an improved Grille experience.
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Satisfaction achieved
The Grille seeks feedback
to provide the best
possible service
Lexie V. Owen

Satisfaction achieved

TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Eleven people still missing
in Taiwan plane crash
cnn.com

ventured back to Taylor.
In an attempt to help students get
to school before the storm hit, the
university opened residence halls Saturday night and made sure the Dining Commons was prepared to serve
students returning early.
“When bad weather threatens, we
monitor alerts and advisories issued
by the Indiana State Police, the Grant
County Emergency Management
Agency and the Indiana Department
of Homeland Security, as well as multiple national and local weather forecasts,” Provost Jeffrey Moshier said.
To decide whether the university remains open or closes, Moshier

“We’re trying to service our customers the best we
can, and sometimes that’s through trial and error.”

RECITAL HALL
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Old Pentagon Study Says
Putin Has Asperger’s
(Times.com)
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Exclusive - The FAA:
regulating business on
the moon (Reuters)
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Woman with ‘service’
kangaroo named Jimmy
asked to leave McDonald’s
(Associated Press)

Is a Japanese
remilitarization imminent?
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Ebola’s ‘invisible bullets’ hit more than health

An inside look at
life in Liberia
Joe Friedrichsen

World & National Editor

Photograph provided by Reuters

Japan’s emergence as a world leader is
not only determined by its self-reliance
in energy production. It will also
depend on the way the country handles
conflicts with China in the future.

With the scare of Ebola’s spread in the
U.S. seemingly over, the media attention paid to the virus’s East Africa impact is dissipating. But for Gina and
Travis Sheets, the struggle of living in
an impoverished country with the lingering threat of Ebola remains a constant challenge.
Although the Sheets are Indiana
natives, they volunteer at Liberia International Christian College’s Agriculture Center (Ag). There they
teach agricultural education to
share the Gospel and promote the
economic and social well-being of
Liberians.
The Ag is located in the northern
Liberian city of Ganta, just south of
the Guinea border. Though Ganta is
just 130 miles north of Liberia’s capital
Monrovia, the journey takes between
five and eight hours due to poor road
conditions.
While daily life is already difficult
for Liberians, Ebola is making it even
tougher. The virus impacts various
facets of Liberian life. Traveling is one
of them.
Gina explained that in addition
to immigration checkpoints, there
are now Ebola checkpoints. At these
stops, travelers must get out of their
vehicles, wash their hands in bleach
and have their temperature taken
with a point-and-shoot thermometer.
Gina also said that throughout the Ganta area, markets are
largely empty. Consequently, the
daily buzz of conversation has decreased and fewer people mingle
in the streets—bringing an eerie
quietness to once-bustling villages.
Gina also noted that stray dogs were
more scarce.
Another aspect of Liberian life
touched by the recent Ebola outbreak
are the everyday, customary social
interactions.
“Liberians are very social people—
often shaking your hand five or six
times in a conversation—but that

has all stopped,” Gina said.
Because of the anxiety Ebola’s presence causes, the relationships Liberians have with friends and family can
become strained should anyone suddenly become ill.
In a late January email, Travis
Sheets emotionally wrote about an
Ag day worker named Ozino. The
young man arrived at the Ag compound one night emaciated, red-eyed
and hurting badly.
“He had been kicked out of the place
he was renting because he was obviously sick, and the fear of Ebola runs

deep around here,” Travis wrote.
After Ozino tested negative for Ebola, it was discovered he instead had
a hernia and malaria, hence the red
eyes. Ultimately, Ozino had surgery
to remove the hernia and is currently recovering.
Cases like Ozino’s lead Liberians to
tell the Sheets that they would prefer
civil war and real bullets, rather than
what they call “Ebola’s invisible bullets.” Explaining this, Travis said Liberians just want to see what it is that’s
actually killing them.
In an email, Travis said he and Gina

often find themselves acting as parents to many Liberians.
“Everyday we meet unexpected
challenges and ‘all eyes’ are watching our every move,” Travis said. “We
need to be wise in our actions and
swift in doing the right thing.”
Despite the uncertainty and anxiety
Ebola brings, Gina said the general
panic in the area is gradually lessening as Ebola death and daily infection
numbers drop. She hopes this trend
will allow a sense of normalcy to one
day return and again take over the
daily routine in Ganta.

Photograph provided by Gina Sheets

Since the recent Ebola outbreak, several facets of Liberian daily life have changed to prevent the further spread of the virus.
Photograph provided by Cacophony/Wikimedia Commons

Angry Owl in Oregon Park
Attacks Fourth Jogger
(Associated Press)

Photograph provided by wikimediacommons user Dfriestedt

Robbery Suspect Arrested
After Wallet Left Behind
in Florida (ABC News)

Is a Japanese remilitarization imminent?
A greater military presence
may be necessary to
counter China
Tom Gbean

protest further government involvement in the Middle East.
According to the BBC, Japanese criticism of the government arises from
the concern that Abe’s administration
might use the execution as an opporContributor
tunity to further reinterpret Japan’s
The video of ISIL militants beheading post-World War II constitution in
Japanese journalist Goto Kenji sent the hopes of militarizing the nation’s
shockwaves through the country.
self-defense forces.
While many empathize with the anDuring a parliamentary session
ger expressed by Japan’s Prime Minis- on Jan. 20, Abe admitted to having
ter, Shinzo Abe, voices such as Kenji’s known about Kenji’s kidnapping in
brothers and TV personality Mrs. November, weeks before Japan’s genDewi are more critical. They blame eral election in December.
Kenji’s death on his carelessness and
The prime minister’s prior

Photograph provided by Agence France-Presse/Getty Images

Japan is discussing options to counter growing Chinese territorial claims.

Photograph provided by Reuters

knowledge of the kidnapping, and
the country’s increasing nuclear capabilities and monetary contributions to international causes, garners
concerns that the world could once
again see a militarized Japan.
Kenji’s death is sparking a national debate on whether Japan
will continue to play the role of a
third-party donor to international
causes or whether it will also become a world leader militarily. The
current state of Japan’s domestic affairs and foreign activities suggests
Japan is ready to become a leading
force in East Asia.
Japan has cooperated in five peacekeeping operations, five international
humanitarian relief operations and
five international election monitoring
activities, according to The Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan.
Furthermore, Japan’s financial
contributions to peacekeeping operations ranks as the second largest
amongst U.N. member states, with
the first being the U.S.
These contributions to U.N. causes are only one of its qualifications for world leadership. In the
endeavor to become self-reliant
in energy production, its nuclear program has also experienced
a boost in production. According
to The World Post, the U.S.’s lack
of protests to Japan’s nuclear program is evidence that it wants to
see a self-sustaining Japan.
But Japan’s emergence as a world
leader is not only determined by its
self-reliance in energy production.
It will also depend on the way the
country handles conflicts with China in the future.
Although China has recently seen a

surge of economic growth, the country is reaching its limits. Startford
Global Intelligence, a private intelligence firm, stated in a report that the
size of China’s population and its failure to switch to a consumption-based
economy leaves China’s leaders facing
rising social tensions with fewer resources at their disposal.
China’s current search for new resources has lead it to claim ownership
of the contested Senkaku/Diaoyu island chain in the East China Sea. Japan also lays claim to the islands.
The islands are important to Japan and China because they offer
rich fishing grounds and a significant
strategic position in the area. Moreover, the islands also may possess
vast amounts of natural gas and oil
reserves, the BBC reported.
Concerning these islands, China in
November 2013, declared the creation
of a new air defence identification
zone. This zone requires any aircraft
in the zone – which covers the Senkaku/Diaoyu island chain – to comply
with rules laid down by Beijing.
Political science professor Nicholas Kerton-Johnson also noted that
due to the U.S.’s relatively weak responses to Russia and Crimea and
to North Korea’s nuclear testing, Japan might feel as if it needs to stand
on its own.
China’s actions pose a threat to Japan because of Japan’s geographical
position. For Japan, the strategic position that the Senkaku Islands offer
is vital to its security. For this reason,
the militarization of Japan may be
necessary to thwart future Chinese
aggression and to counter increasing Chinese activities in the waters
surrounding Japan.
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Although the dorms may have been
empty over J-term, Taylor students
sure had a significant presence in
countries around the World. While
some students served on Lighthouse
trips, others put lectures into practice
on educational adventures. Their experience range from unforgettable to
completely life-altering.

Thailand, Computer Science
Scott King, senior

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: We went and visited a missionary family that was staying near where
we were. We were staying in Chiang
Mai, which is on the Northern side of
Thailand. We got to meet them and
see how they interact with the locals,
and see how they’re learning the language and how they’re developing
an alphabet.
Q: What was the weirdest food that
you ate?
A: When we went to that family that
had us over, we had-I’m not sure how
you say it-but it was…like fried frog.
They were really skinny frogs. I didn’t
try it because I’m a really picky eater
and I was not having it. But other people had it and they said it was really
crispy piece of meat and it wasn’t like
anything at all.
Q: What’s one thing that you learned
while you were there?
A: We just got a really good picture
at what it looks like to live as a missionary and as a technology missionary and how our skills, our abilities,
can be used overseas. Honestly, probably almost more than needing more
pastors and more disciples makers,
they need technology-skills people.
And that’s what we got to learn and
see first hand.

that involved guinea pigs. One of our
team members was sick. The practitioner began by rubbing a live guinea pig all over the patient. Afterward,
the patient blew on the guinea pig’s
face three times. This, they believe,
allows some of the illness to be transferred to the guinea pig. We waited for
five minutes to allow the guinea pig
to manifest the illness. Once the five
minutes were up, the woman skinned
and dissected the guinea pig alive,
with her bare hands! In the culture,
they believe that this is a way that illness can be diagnosed and treated.
Q: What was the weirdest food that
you ate?
A: We ate a lot of strange foods!
We ate grubs which tasted like salty
bacon fat), guinea pig, and chicha.
Chicha is a drink made by women in
Amazonian villages by chewing yuca
(cassava) root, spitting the juice back
into a bowl, and allowing it to ferment.
Q: What’s one thing that you
learned while you were there?
A: Perhaps one of the most uncomfortable things I learned is how easy
it is to “other” or even dehumanize
people who don’t speak English. I was
very frustrated by the communication
barrier. I am not able to speak Spanish
well, and I have a very hard time understanding it, so it was a challenge.

Turkey, Historic Christian Belief
Sarah White, junior

their view of him was skewed which
impacted me personally.

Great Britain, British Literature
Sarah Lyons, junior

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: One of the more unusual things I
did was sneak into a lecture at Oxford
University. We weren’t technically allowed inside even though we were in
an academic trip. But we just tried
to act British, and no one questioned
us. Some of the real students had to
sit on the floor because we took their
seats though.
Q: What was the weirdest food that
you ate?
A: English food is traditionally pretty
simple, so while I did try some unique
dishes, I didn’t have any really strange
ones. But a friend of mine did have
haggis (lamb stomach and intestine).
Q: What’s one thing that you
learned while you were there?
A: Probably I was most affected by
the beautiful abbeys and cathedrals
we visited. It’s really incredible to see
how delicate some of the architecture
is even though it’s stone; also, to see
the bombed remains of these churches sitting right in the middle of sleek
glass office buildings and malls.
Chelsea Sweet, sophomore

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: My favorite experience was the
three island tour. It was Greece, you
think Greece and you see white buildings, crystal clear blue water, old men
sitting around playing games while
drinking their coffee. The water and
the sky met, it was so beautiful. Also,
climbing Mt. Olympus was a memory
that will last a lifetime!
Q: What was the weirdest food that
you ate?
A: The wildest thing I ate was a lamb
head. but it was with the skull intact,
teeth and all. So I ate the brain, tongue
and meat on the skull...while looking
at the full head of the lamb...it was surprisingly good.
Q: What’s one thing that you learned
while you were there?
A: I learned that the historical context of the text is extremely important.
to be able to see the places that Paul
was at, to put the text to the archeological sights and be immersed in the
culture made scripture come to life

South Africa, Economics
Camila Chiang, junior

Photograph provided by Rachel Cook

Photograph provided by Faith Carter

Greece and Italy, Bib Lit

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: One of my favorite experiences
would be going on a hot air balloon
ride in Cappadocia. The landscape
was so beautiful with tons of natural
caves, which was so incredible to see.
The landing was also pretty epic; our
basket crash landed and it was great.
Q: What was your funniest memory?
A: Cam Glass.
Q: What’s one thing that you
learned while you were there?
Ecuador, Public Health
A: The most impactful part was beZach Taylor, junior
ing able to experience a secular Muslim country. We constantly heard the
Q: What was the best experience or call to prayer and it reminded us of Israel, Bib Lit
funniest story of the trip?
how lost this nation really is--99% of Alex Burt, sophomore
A: The weirdest thing that I ob- the country is not Christian. So like
served was a traditional healing ritual almost every person we walked past
Q: What was the best experience or
either didn’t know who Jesus was or funniest story of the trip?
A: The funny story is pretty succinct: when we were on a field study
in Southern Israel, we stopped at
Mahktesh Ramon, the largest crater in the world. At the site were a
lot of ibex (they kinda look like
goats), a few of which we fed trash,
and one of which decided to get
on our bus.
Q: What was the weirdest food that
you ate?
A: I would have to say it was this
candy that seemed to combine a chocolate bar and poprocks.
Q: What’s one thing that you learned
while you were there?
A: From the countless hours of lectures and time spent taking in Israel,
my biggest takeaway is a new perspective of the Bible; it’s truly living and
active, and it’s such an enormous privilege to read it and clearly envision the
land its describing, as well as have a
better grasp on the context of the time.

Rachel Cook plays with a child on the Nepal Lighthouse trip.

Photograph provided by Alex Burt

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: At one of the places we visited, the
people we were working with, wanted
us to kill the chickens that we were going to eat for dinner. So the process of
killing the chicken involved one person holding the chicken down while
the other sawed the head off with a
knife as quickly as possible to ease
the pain for the chicken. One of the
girls on our team started cutting the
head, but she soon realized that she
had started cutting with the dull side!
Q: What was the weirdest food that
you ate?
A: Well we had to eat the chickens...

Photograph provided by Chelsea Sweet

Photograph provided by Kasey Leander

Top-Left: Israel, Bib Lit. Top-Right: Greece and Italy team. Center-Left: South
East Asia, Lighthouse Trip. Bottom: Guatemala, Lighthouse Trip.

every part of them. The head, feet,
heart, intestines.
Q: What’s one thing that you learned
while you were there?
A: One of the most impactful experiences of the trip was visiting a maximum security prison in Cape Town.
We got to meet some of the Christian
inmates and actually got to participate in their worship service which
was incredible. One of the inmates
that I had a conversation with told
me his story and shared how Christ
had changed his life.

Nepal, Lighthouse Trip
Rachel Cook, sophomore

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: I was walking near the back
of our pack, we passed by the usual
street vendors and random groups of
men leaning up against the wall. As I
passed one man in particular, a large
spray of spit hit me from point-blank
range on my face. Stunned, I just kept
walking. In moments such as these I
decided—no matter how mortified I
was—to laugh and quickly move on…I
still love Nepal!
Q: What was the weirdest food that
you ate?
A: Ostrich
Q: What’s one thing that you learned
while you were there?
A: On this trip I did not only learn
about injustices, Hinduism, and the
Global Church at work in Asia, but
also I experienced the blessing of fellowship within the body of Christ. As
we walked about the city and saw how
devout the Nepali people are to their
beliefs and practices, I couldn’t help
but wonder why God chose to reveal
Himself to me, yet these people seem
blind to their need for a Savior as they
remain in the cyclical traditions of
their culture.

The Scripture that was illuminated
to me throughout the course of the
trip was a passage from 1 John 5:14-15,
which says, “This is the confidence we
have in approaching God: that if we
ask anything according to his will, he
hears us. 15 And if we know that he
hears us—whatever we ask—we know
that we have what we asked of him.”

South East Asia, Lighthouse Trip
Faith Carter, junior

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: My favorite experience was getting to know the host family on the
first island. Their love and hospitality was amazing and inspiring. Seeing
God in their life and love.
Q: What was the weirdest food that
you ate?
A: The best and strangest food was
sting ray!
Q: What is something you learned?
A: I learned a lot about the Islamic
faith and the way religion and culture
so easily intertwine.

Guatemala, Lighthouse Trip
Kasey Leander, junior

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: “Don Olivia (host parent) knew
one word (of English), and it was
beans.”
Q:What were your host parents like?
A: They were about four foot ten.
Don Carlos was a really amiable old
guy. He drove a bus with all the little
ninos to school everyday. That was his
job. Don Olivia was just this tiny little
amazing hostess who cooked us food
and would call down from the kitchen.
We could smell it too. It was so good.
Q: What’s one thing that you learned
while you were there?
A: The experience of learning a language was fantastic because all of a
Ethiopia, Lighthouse Trip
sudden, communication with hunRachel Williams, junior
dreds of people and worldwide millions of people that I would’ve never
Q: What was the best experience or been able to truly see what their lives
funniest story of the trip?
are like and understand them…and
A: My favorite experience was prob- now I can for the first time. So that
ably when our team organized a devo- was a really cool experience.
tional time with the orphans that lived
at Project Mercy called the “House Paraguay, Lighthouse Trip
Kids”. It was touching and powerful to Lizzie Wilson, junior
share with those kids the things that the
Lord had laid on our hearts and in those
Q: What was the best experience or
moments I knew that God had a plan for funniest story of the trip?
their lives to bless and prosper them.
A: One of my personal favorite exQ: What was the weirdest food that periences was the conversations I had
you ate?
with the missionaries wife, Mariana A: The weirdest food I ate was this talking to her and hearing all about
stuff called injera. It’s a sour, cold, her life and testimony. She is the most
spongy type of bread made from the joyful person I have ever met and lives
grain teff. Although it was strange at a life of incredible humility and depenfirst, eating injera at every meal quick- dence on God. She taught me so much
ly became the norm for us.
through those conversations, and I
Q: What is something you learned? know I will never forget her.
A: During the trip the Lord realQ: What was the weirdest food that
ly reminded me of His constant and you ate?
faithful presence and a reassurance
A: The coolest/weirdest thing we ate
that my prayers are always heard.
Continued on Page 5

I look back to how prayer bonded Herm and
I, and the huge relief it was amidst our 107
degree dorm room those first few nights.
The Weekly Nugget

Continued from Page 4

was probably goat. A group of three of
us also had to cut the raw goat meat
off the bone and into little pieces to
help prepare it for dinner. That was
pleasant.
Q: What’s one thing that you
learned while you were there?
A: I learned so much about humility and vulnerability, what it looks like
to truly love people well and create a
space for them to be broken but beloved.God doesn’t need us. He chooses us and loves us and invites us to be
a part of His ongoing work.

Peru, Lighthouse Trip

Maddie Gold, sophomore
Q: What was the best experience
of the trip?
A: I really enjoyed working at the
farm, because it was really hard work
and I don’t do manual labor very
much. Any of the work was way harder than it would be here because of
the elevation. It was really hard work,
but knowing that (the proceeds from
the farm allows) those kids to go to
college (makes it worth it).
A: “I totally understand (now) why
Jesus spoke in agricultural parables
because we were literally planting
things and its not anything we’re ever
going to get to harvest. Knowing that
we got to help with the planting, but
someone else gets to harvest it is so
exciting. Being able to have even a little part in the kids’ education is really
cool.” – Maddie
Q:What was the funniest experience?
A: We got called ugly gringos multiple times. They weren’t expecting
weird-looking Americans. We’re not
movie stars they’re used to seeing.

Q: What was your favorite part of
the culture?
A: Something I loved about the Peruvian culture is that everyone reaches out to everyone else. People are
willing to help others at no expense.
For example, when we drove up to the
farm, if people were walking up the
road, Pastor Jorge would pick them up
and drive them to where they needed to go. Likewise, a few of my team
members were walking up a mountain and a car came along and gave
them a ride up to the top. People are
also very giving to others. They know
the need of the city and are often willing to help each other out if need be.
To sum up all of this, I would say the
people of Ayacucho can be stated as
a lot more selfless than people in the
United States.

China, Honors Program

Molly Mcnamara, freshman

Q: What was the best experience or
funniest story of the trip?
A: We went to the Great Wall which
was breathtaking and awesome on
its own, but then we got to ride toboggans down it which was strange
and cool.
Q: Weirdest thing you ate?
A: I ate a dog which was weird,
but it was seasoned real nice, so that
was rad.
Q: What’s something that you
learned while you were there?
A: The most impactful moment was
visiting an orphanage in Beijing for
disabled children. It was sad but also
encouraging seeing all the employees
who were willing to go to work each
day just to love those kids and help
them have a chance at a better life.

Photograph provided by Rachel Williams

Children pose for a picture on the Ethiopia Lighthouse trip.

Ice survival tips
The recent ice and snow makes walking
around campus harder than usual.
May the ice be ever in your favor.
Erin Fuhr & Lindsay Robinson
Life & Times Co-Editors
1. Don’t get embarrassed when you fall.

The one thing you should know
about this ice is that you’re going to
fall, and so is everyone else. Just laugh
it off and know that someone probably took a Snapchat of you falling and
sent it to all their friends. Look at this
icy time as an opportunity to make
new friends. Bond over your shared
embarrassment, agony and bruises.
When the ice melts, you’ll have 11 or 12
new friends to hang out with. There’s
no ice breaker like the ice breaking
you and your newfound friend.
2. Allow for ample time to get
from place to place
Take a look at your schedule, look
at the gaps between classes and multiply that by four. That’s how much
time you need to get from place to

place. Pack food in your backpack
in case you need to skip all of your
meals. All that matters is that you
have enough personal time to get
where you need to go without stressing yourself out.
3. Wear a GoPro at all times.
In this extreme weather, you’re going to want to have a record of all the
harrowing experiences you’ve been
through while trying to live your daily
life. GoPro cameras are the best way
to capture your everyday intense moments. Simply tape one to your hat,
and you’re ready for anything and
everything. And don’t forget to send
your funniest and most extreme moments to the Discovery channel.
4. Wear a helmet
Accidents happen once in a while.
It’s best to be prepared and put safety
first. Remember when your mom told
you to wear a helmet? Well, it’s finally
time to take her advice. Protect your
brain and keep away the pain.
5. Hire a Sherpa
Expeditions up Mount Everest are

The Weekly Nugget
Will Severns
Columnist

Most nights my head hits the pillow
with worries and anxious thoughts.
I heed the advice of Stuart Scott and
flip my pillow over to the cool side,
but some nights this is not enough to
calm me down. In elementary school,
I would talk to my stuffed animals,
George Washington and Baby Lamb,
until I dozed off. In high school, I listened to music while I tried to fall
asleep, which mostly woke me up
even more, so then I would talk to
my stuffed animals again. In college,
I pray with my best friend and thank
God regardless of that day’s successes and shortcomings.
The first Weekly Nugget of 2015:
Pray with your roommate before going to sleep.
Students on campus over J-term received an amazing glimpse of what it
means to cultivate spiritual discipline
in their lives. Two girls spoke at the end
of January about how praying together

strengthened their bond as roommates. I thought their encouragement
was spot on, and I am now reheating
their Nugget and serving it to you in my
little white box I call The Echo.
The first night I lived on First East
Wengatz with Stephen Herman, he
suggested we pray before going to
sleep, and it set the precedent for a
great year together. I look back at how
prayer bonded Herm and I, and the
huge relief it was amidst our 107 degree dorm room those first few nights.
I now look forward to the times I get
to go to the Lord in prayer with my
now-roommate. And I encourage you
to do the same.
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among
them.” Matthew 18:20.
This verse was practically made for
dorm life. If you are in a single, I just
do not know what to tell you.
“I’ll be praying for you” has become
another way of saying “see you later.”
By praying with your roommate, or
a close friend (I recommend of your
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impossible without the brave native
people of the Himalayas. They are
also necessary for surviving treks
across our expansive and icy campus. Sherpas are a must-have for this
icy season’s survival, as they will help
you ration food, guide you through
the safest paths and help you set up
camp if you need to rest and gather your strength between those long
hikes from English to Randall.
6. Take up winter sports
Winter sports offer a variety of ways
to travel in the cold weather. Prepare
for the ice skating pick-a-date while
traveling to class. Make your own
snowshoes by stealing your friend’s
tennis racquets and strapping them
to your feet with lots of belts (preferably your roommate’s).
7. Hibernate
Go home until the danger has
passed. Hibernate until May to avoid
the ice altogether so you don’t have
to deal with embarrassment, injury and hospital visits. If you need to,
take it a step further and drop out of
school. Take up a career someplace
warm and never look back. Whatever
option you choose, make sure you’re
staying safe and having fun.
gender), you can go to the Lord in
honesty and openness with someone you trust.
Prayer is a spiritual discipline that
is hard to understand, but this reality
should not keep you from conversing
with God. There are more books on
prayer than students in line for chicken nuggets. Celebration of Discipline
by Richard Foster is a popular one I
have read. He says, “We should never
make prayer too complicated. We are
prone to do so once we understand
that prayer is something we must
learn.” He goes on to discuss how Jesus
called us to approach him like children. This should take immense pressure off your prayer life. You do not
have to impress him or anyone else.
I encourage you to make prayer—
not Instagram, Facebook, etc.—the
last act you partake in before you
go to bed. It may feel odd at first to
bring up prayer with your roommate, but then again so is talking to
stuffed animals.
Will Severns is a senior living in room
130. Enjoy this last semester of artificial
Nuggets before Dr. Habecker brings you
the real thing next year. What a tease.

Humans of Upland #TaylorU’s
“I taught at a maximum security
prison . . . I don’t know why, but I
was asked my underwear preference in prison several times. I’m
not entirely sure why and I’m not
necessarily sure I want to know
why.” – Dr. Jessup

Echograms #TaylorU
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TOP
TWEETS
Admiral Ali @
 alishahsavar_21
You know you’re a nerd when you
get excited over being sent a free
copy of a med school interview
book #JUDGEME #TaylorU
Danae Read @
 dreader17
I’m guessing the Boxer Run just
happened? #TaylorU
Brecken Mumford @breckydoo
Chick-Fil-A in the new student
center: if that wasn’t an incentive
to come back next year, I don’t
know what was.. #tayloru
Ryan Monson @
 TheRyanMonson
For 115 dollars i just bought a 180
page book. Thats not the dollar/
page ratio I was hoping for #tayloru
Cassidy Grom @CassidyGrom
I come back to #TaylorU and all
the guys look like lumber jacks.
#Flannel #Beards
danielle marie @
 danimariesolis
fell and slid down the stairs in the
dining commons aka my shining
moment in college so far #tayloru
Erica Smith @
 Smith_Erica
I hope the potato bacon soup
stays in the grille forever #tayloru
#delish

@alex_garciaa7: :fistpump: <3 •TAYLOR GANG• <3 :fistpump:

@laurabobstrong: So great to reunite and reminisce with these beautiful weirdos #tayloru

Zach West @zachgoeswest
Chick-ﬁl-A coming to a Taylor
University campus near you!
#tayloru #thischangeseverything

A&E

While the installations in the exhibition
itself vary in presentation, inspiration and
material, the artists behind them are united
by the desire for onlookers to interact with
the art experience.
Show of contrast

TheEchoNews.com

Taylor opera a starry production

The three kings converse with Amahl in Taylor Opera’s “Amahl and the Night Visitors.”

“Amahl and the Night
Visitors” is full of
laughs and messages
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Top-notch talent packs into Taylor
Opera’s newest production “Amahl
and the Night Visitors.” Within about
an hour, laughs, heartwarming moments, beautiful melodies and vibrant

instrumentals accompany viewers as
they embrace a unique untold story
involving Jesus’ birth.
The first opera specifically composed for television, “Amahl and the
Night Visitors” was written by famed
Italian-American composer Gian Carlo Menotti. The NBC Opera Theatre
broadcasted it live from New York
City’s Rockefeller Center on Dec. 24,
1951. An estimated five million people
tuned in—the largest audience ever to

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

watch a televised opera at the time.
Menotti . . . has been quoted as saying he found it inconsequential that
he wrote the show for the TV studio
rather than the stage,” said stage director Conor Angell. “I would agree
that it works excellently as a staged
production, particularly because the
unit set allows for seamless continuity of action, rather than causing the
audience to wait during set shifts.”
The smooth action on stage
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compliments the flow of the story. It tells a clear and simple tale of
young shepherd boy Amahl and his
widowed mother on a night shortly
after the first Christmas. Amahl is
crippled and his mother poor, both
on the verge of becoming beggars.
The same night they spot a mysterious new star in the sky, Amahl
and his mother are visited by the
three wise men on their way to
bring gifts to a newborn king. The
three men stay with them. Amidst
celebration and dance, greed brews
in the small shepherd home.
Set against a velvety purple background, complete with shining star
and convincing set, “Amahl” looks
great. It sounds great, too. The impressive melodies and harmonies
of the singers compliment the lush
and exciting instrumentation from
members of the Taylor Symphony Orchestra.
Cody Lile, all of 13 years old,
pulls off a touching performance
as Amahl, and senior Haley Kurr
invites us to sympathize with the
widowed mother. Along with members of Taylor Sounds and Theatre
as other shepherds, the cast as a
whole has a lot of fun.
The three kings are a blast to
watch. Each actor gives his king
a unique personality: sophomore
Sean Sele uses amusing mannerisms as the wry Balthazar, junior
Josh Duch hams it up as the crazy
Kaspar and junior Evan Koons provides the booming voice of reason
as their leader Melchior.
Themes of forgiveness and grace
abound. The mother wants to be a
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generous host, but she is also envious
of the wealth of her guests. “Do rich
people know what they do with their
gold?” she sings bitterly. Why should
these wealthy men give extravagant
presents to a child they do not know?
It’s a reasonable question, and Amahl
and his mother eventually learn why
this child deserves the kings’ presents,
along with so much more.
In contrast, the three wise men
learn how humble Jesus actually is
in the process. This newborn savior, one they think of as high royalty
and describe as “the color of wheat,
the color of dawn,” will be a king of
the meek, not of the strong. How all
these characters realize this without
actually meeting Christ is fascinating
to watch.
Tough work has been put into
“Amahl,” work that has made Angell very proud of the production as
a whole. “I have found that the cast
and crew for this show have had the
most serious outlook of any student
team I have directed, regarding the
need to execute everything well,” Angell said. They certainly pull it off with
this production.
With strong orchestration and singing directed by music director Patricia Robertson, colorful characters
and a talented cast “Amahl and the
Night Visitors” sets a new bar for Taylor Opera and shines a bright light.
“Amahl and the Night Visitors” runs
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 6 and 7, at 8
p.m. Tickets are available for $10 at the
door or the Department of Music office.
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“Knotted Gnaw” by Andrea Myers of the “Within Without” art exhibit

Show of contrast
“Within Without”
art exhibit in Metcalf
explores conflict between
exterior and interior
Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

Within and without. These simple
words conflict and contrast, representing a battle of ideas within a tiny
phrase. In the newest art exhibit at
Metcalf Visual Art Center, beginning
on Feb. 6, artwork explores and expresses this struggle of conflict.
The show focuses on structure,
uncovering the contrast between
the interior and exterior, inside
and outside.
“Both formally and conceptually,
the works in the exhibition either
reveal underlying processes and
structures or aim to conceal this
information,” said the show’s curator and assistant art professor Suzanne Dittenber. “The exhibition
explores the contrast between these
two extremes.”
Some of the pieces focus on surface
decorations, with little to no detail
on the interior, or vice versa. “Within Without” will display a broad range
of materials and mediums including film, mixed media, drawing and
sculpture from four contributing artists: Jarrod Beck, Andrea Myers, Jordan Tate and Olivia Moore.
“Each artist’s work incorporates
the theme in a very different way,
making the exhibition conceptually
diverse,” said Moore, whose own pieces involve a unique mix of video work
and sculpture.

While the installations in the exhibition itself vary in presentation,
inspiration and material, the artists
behind them are united by the desire for onlookers to interact with the
art experience.
“Each piece requires the viewer’s
presence,” Moore said. “I am inviting
them to experience, participate and
complete each work. This is how my
work fits into the theme of the show
‘Within Without.’”
Today at 6 p.m. established New
York City artist and contributor
to “Within Without,” Jarrod Beck,
will also be giving a lecture in Metcalf 002.
“I’ll be showing images of some recent installations that are inspired
by geological ideas and our desire as
humans to make stories to explain
natural phenomena,” Beck said.
During the exhibit, Beck will also
be displaying an installation titled
FALLT (Falling for Upland), a continuation of a series called FALLS.
“The story of FALLT revolves
around three stories of falling: an accident, a suicide and the moment I
watched the towers fall in New York
City in 2001,” Beck said. “I hope that
viewers will take the time to enter
the work and think about these falls
and how they might relate to their
own experiences of falling—in love, a
stumble or any act of truly letting go.”

(1st row) Josh Taylor, Jake Rundell, Jonathan Eshleman, Sarah Topp, Kharis Schmidt, Kathy Bruner. (2nd row) John
Bruner, Lucas Sweitzer, Dane Sodequist, Abbie Brewer. (3rd row) David Seaman, Trent Stegink, Mike Metzler.

Faculty and students reflect on Sundance Film Festival
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Taylor Media Communication has ventured to the prestigious Sundance Film Festival for nine years now, each one a
different experience. From “Blair Witch Project” to “Boyhood,” “Napoleon Dynamite” to “Little Miss Sunshine,” each
year has had a unique slew of films. This year, on the last week of J-term, students and faculty were able to take in
screenings of psychological morality plays, quirky tearjerkers and beautifully told documentaries in wintery Park
City, Utah.
Ten students (including me, David Seaman) and three faculty members partook in the screenings and Q&As, along
with other activities. I enjoyed the small indie “Cronies,” a simple film about three friends doing dumb things in St.
Louis. Here are some of the students and faculties’ most memorable moments and movies they saw at the festival.

The artists and faculty behind the
exhibition encourage members of the
Taylor community to visit the show
with open minds and hearts. The
“Within Without” exhibit will remain
on display in the Metcalf Gallery from
Feb. 6 to March 6.
Photograph provided by Sarah Topp

OPINIONS

We can start with using renewable resources.
We can walk to our destinations more often,
ride a bike or carpool. Take a second and
think about how we could choose to use
renewable sources of energy to lessen our
impact on the environment.
Key problems of the Keystone Pipeline
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Second and goal
Pete Carroll may not
be the one to blame for
the Seahawks’ loss
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

Super Bowl XLIX was one for the ages.
Deflated football controversies aside,
this year’s NFL championship game was
perfect. The on-field fireworks were spectacular as football fans were collectively relieved not to relive last year’s 43–8
slaughter of the Broncos. The commercial breaks were actually entertaining,
Katy Perry’s halftime show was glamorous and Left Shark (Google him) captured
the hearts of Internet users everywhere.
Yet the question still remains for
fans all over the world: why did Russell Wilson pass on second and one?
We now know that the Seattle Seahawks offensive coordinator dialed up
a pass play on second down with 26 seconds to go, inches away from a Super
Bowl victory. Wilson took a three-step
drop, targeted his receiver Jermaine

Kearse, and let it fly. New England Patriots cornerback Malcolm Butler jumped
the route and intercepted the football,
clinching the win for his team.
As the confetti fell around the Patriots, Seahawks head coach Pete Carroll stated in an interview that the
play call on the goal line was his call
and the fault entirely laid on him. Later in the post-game press conference,
Carroll reiterated that it was nothing
Wilson or running back Marshawn
Lynch had done to change the call.
Almost the entire football-watching
community has criticized Carroll and
offensive coordinator Darrell Bevell for
not giving it to their bruiser of a running
back on second and one. Lynch had not
been stuffed all game and had gained
four yards on the previous run. Seattle
had one timeout left just in case Lynch
couldn’t cross the plane. There really
was no reason for them to put the ball in
the hands of their young quarterback.
I completely agree that Marshawn
Lynch should have carried the football in that situation. However, I have

enough respect for Carroll and Bevell to believe they can effectively read
a defense and call a play accordingly. They chose a slant off of a receiver pick, typically a routine play at the
goal line. Wilson saw Kearse. Kearse
was wide open. Easy touchdown pass.
Carroll and Bevell called it right.
Wilson was the culprit. The NFL’s
newest poster boy literally tossed the
Super Bowl away.
Let’s not take any credit away from
Butler; the rookie corner immediately recognized the pick slant and read
the play perfectly. He made one heck
of a play. But Wilson had his receiver
wide open on the goal line and missed
him, just by inches. Those inches cost
his team a championship.
Super Bowl XLIX will always be talked about for that infamous play when
Seattle went with its young gun over
its All-Pro running back. Carroll will
forever be haunted with making the
wrong call on second down.
But perhaps Carroll didn’t throw
away the game. His quarterback did.
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Emma Brown Yankuba is not the
news story of Ebola.
Her voice is low and soothing,
soft-spoken and rhythmic. The recording is from October 2014 when
I requested that my friend at university in Kampala, Uganda, interview a
Liberian student on my behalf.
“(Ebola) brings great fear,” Emma
said. “For Liberians, we always like to
hug. We like to shake hands. But because of Ebola, nobody shakes anyone’s hands.”
Despite the strategy of limited
contact, little travel and copious

disinfectant, Ebola entered Emma’s
personal story early on in the epidemic. The first person in her church
community to fall ill was a doctor.
Working in the emergency room with
Ebola patients, he caught the disease
and was slowly fading when his coworkers brought him in for treatment.
God, however, had other plans.
“Because . . . the church was praying for him and I was praying for him
here in Uganda, God helped him and
revived him,” Emma said. “He’s still
alive. He recovered! He described the
experience and he said it was so bad
. . . I believe God just helped him.”
Despite his close call, he returned
to work at the hospital because of his
calling to save lives. Ebola is still a part
of his story, but a part he overcame.
Emma’s 27-year-old daughter is

Russell Wilson’s throw may be the point of blame for the Seahawks’ loss.

a medical student following in this
man’s footsteps. Despite the threat of
Ebola, she decided to stay in Liberia
and finish the last year of her biology
degree. Even when the school finally
closed, she stood firm.
“She is someone who loves people,”
Emma said. “She is very affectionate,
and likes to help. I am sure she will
continue to be a doctor.”
Far away, we forget these people exist. Those like Emma. She is a middle-aged college student, a mother
living with kids scattered between
Uganda, Sierra Leone, and Liberia.
Her husband works for the United
Nations. She talks about the difficult
things in her life. She gives herself
away. She trusts God.
Emma is not the news story of Ebola.
In a TED Talk given in 2009, Chimamanda Adichie, a Nigerian novelist,
talked of “The danger of a single story.” This single story, as she defines
it, is the point when one narrative
becomes the defining narrative of a
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country or a people.
Speaking of her college experience
in America, Adichie told of how she
consistently countered her roommate’s perception of her as an African.
“What struck me was this,” Adichie said. “(My roommate) had felt
sorry for me even before she saw me.
Her default position toward me as
an African was a kind of patronizing,
well-meaning pity. My roommate had
a single story of Africa. A single story
of catastrophe.”
As Americans, we often pity West
Africa as a region struck by epidemics and war. Yet these countries are
not nations defined by brokenness,
but the search for healing. They are
not embodied in death tolls or infographics or the philanthropic copy of
an aid organization.
No. They are people each with a
journey as unique as yours and mine.
Ebola is not Liberia’s story.
The story of a people is much more
than that.

Key problems of the Keystone Pipeline
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Over 1,000 miles of ground will be torn up to place this 30 inch pipe into the ground if the Keystone XL bill passes.

A bill that will increase North
American oil production
moves through Congress
Adam Kelly
Opinions Editor

Imagine a world where monkeys,
squirrels and other small animals
don’t exist. Plants are withered or
dead. Water has drowned coastal
cities. This will happen if the earth’s
temperature continues to rise. Carbon emissions are a large reason why
the temperature is increasing. Development of oil sands will increase
carbon emissions. This oil is exactly
the plan for TransCanada’s Keystone
Pipeline that will run from Alberta,
Canada to Houston, Texas.
The Keystone Pipeline burrows

1,179 miles. If approved, the pipeline
will run underground from the Alberta province through the U.S. for oil to
be transported for refinement.
A key reason why many reject
the Keystone Pipeline lies in the
environmental deterioration the
pipeline will cause. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
stated oil sand extraction will result in a rise in carbon emissions.
Despite this statement, oil companies find these sands as an attractive source of income. Falling
oil prices have led to American oil
companies scrambling to stay competitive, whatever the environmental cost. But this project may not
even be economically feasible due
to the lower oil prices.
According to the EPA, the U.S.

already releases roughly 5,000 million metric tons of carbon emissions
each year, one of the highest amounts
of any country. If the U.S. continues
developing more land and using nonrenewable resources, emissions will
continue to increase substantially.
The Washington Times has reported that the Senate passed the bill recently, and the House will pass the bill
next week. The bill will then move to
President Obama, who has promised to veto the bill because it has not
passed his environmental impact test.
His requirement was that it would not
increase carbon emissions, and after
the EPA’s assessment of the proposed
pipeline, he has decided it would increase emissions.
TransCanada, the House and the
Senate believe oil produced from

these sands will decrease U.S. dependence on foreign oil. These oil
sands will decrease our dependence on foreign oil but we will still
have a dependence on oil. They are
not promoting the use of renewable resources.
What will we do then? Attempt to
walk everywhere or finally put full focus on figuring out how to create better power from windmills and solar
panels? It is time to focus on using
renewable resources. Not once these
oil sands run out but right now, before our carbon emissions cause the
earth’s temperature to rise and affect
many plant and animal populations
on this earth.
If we continue releasing emissions
at this rate, some plants and animals
won’t survive. It will affect their ecosystems and therefore impact other
plants and animals that rely on the
previous. We will be suffering in the
end because of the trophic cascade or
domino effect.
Whatever the motivation behind
the pipeline is--whether monetary
gain or financial freedom--we need
to consider how it will impact the
world we live in.
We can start with using renewable
resources. We can walk to our destinations more often, ride a bike or carpool. Take a second and think about
how we could choose to use renewable sources of energy to lessen our
impact on the environment. Let’s
keep the planet the way it was meant
to be—beautiful and good.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by contributing an editorial to Adam_Kelly@taylor.edu by Wednesday
at 5 p.m. Submissions are final and are edited for content and clarity. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

In the closing seconds of the game, MVNU’s Jordi
Mas grabbed an offensive rebound and put the
ball back up with zeros on the scoreboard. The ball
rattled in, granting the Cougars a 56–54 victory.
Heartbreak on the hardwood
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Anna Meyer’s 10:31.56 time in the 3,000-meter run earned her Crossroads League honors.
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Coach David Neville has his team competing at a high level in his TU debut.

Taylor on the right track PREVIEW
WEEKLY

Three earn Crossroads
Honors at IWU Invitational
Kyle Keck

Sports Writer

The Taylor men and women’s indoor
track and field team hit its stride at
the Indiana Wesleyan Wildcat Invitational on Saturday.
The Trojans garnered many accolades at the meet. While Taylor’s
team performance was impressive,
the team also produced three Trojan
Crossroads League Track and Field
Athletes of the Week, including senior
Kenny Higgins and sophomores Matt
Hall and Anna Meyer.
During the men’s meet, Hall
torched the 5,000-meter run, placing first overall and clocking in at
15:37.72, which was six seconds before the second place finisher. Hall
also provisionally qualified for the

5,000-meter run at the NAIA Indoor
Track and Field National Championships in May.
Though Hall is pleased to see the
early success, he still has goals in
mind for the rest of the season.
“It’s always really encouraging to
see Taylor athletes receive the athlete of the week award,” Hall said.
“My goals for this year are to run
to the best of my ability and make
sure I’m doing everything I can to
stay healthy and strong. God willing, I would love to run sub-14:55 in
the 5K and compete in Indoor Nationals. For outdoors, I would love
run sub 14:45 in the 5K and compete in Outdoor Nationals. I’m also
interested in trying other events
like the 10K.”
Higgins put together a solid performance on the field, placing second in
the weight throw with a 16.47-meter
heave. The toss was short of the NAIA

provisional qualification mark by
0.03 meters.
In addition to the weight throw,
Higgins catapulted the shot put
14.39 meters, which earned him sixth
place in the event. Earning a Crossroads League honor was a first for
Higgins, but it was a different firsttime experience that has helped him
find success.
“The thing that has helped me
have such a great start to the season is having a throwing coach,”
Higgins said. “This is my first year
having a real throwing coach, and
I think that has carried me to such
a good start.”
The women’s team had NAIA Indoor National Championship qualifiers as well. Taylor’s 4x800 relay
team, featuring seniors Elaine
Schmeltz and Jenna Norris, sophomore Anna Meyer and junior Sarina Oleson, placed third in the event

with a time of 9:37.62, surpassing the
NAIA “A” standard.
Meyer also provisionally qualified
for Indoor Nationals in the 3,000-meter run with an NAIA “B” standard
time of 10:31.56. Meyer’s results contributed to her earning a Crossroads
League honor. Coach David Neville
is excited to see his competitors earn
the awards.
“Those athletes who have received
Crossroads League Athlete of the
Week awards have been a tremendous booster to our program,” Neville
said. “I believe the other athletes see
the success and desire to have those
accolades as well. Therefore, they
work harder in practice and dedicate
themselves more to the craft.”
Taylor will head to Anderson University tomorrow to participate in the
Anderson Invitational at 3 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
Schedule

2/7 Spring Arbor (A) 3:00 P.M.
2/10 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 7:00 P.M.
2/14 Goshen 3:00 P.M.
2/17 Bethel (A) 7:00 P.M.
2/21 Huntington 3:00 P.M.

Women’s Basketball
Schedule

2/7 Spring Arbor 1:00 P.M.
2/11 Indiana Wesleyan 5:30 P.M.
2/14 Goshen (A) 1:00 P.M.
2/18 Bethel 7:00 P.M.
2/21 Huntington (A) 1:00 P.M.

Track and Field
Schedule

2/7 Anderson Invitational (A) 3:00 P.M.
2/13-14 Hoosier Invitational (A)
2/21 DePauw Invitational (A) 11:00 A.M.
3/5-7 NAIA Indoor National Championships

Heartbreak on the hardwood
Fatigue detrimental in
home loss vs. Cougars
Chris Yingling
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Kyle Stidom led all scorers with 16 points along with three assists.

a slow comeback, tying the game 50–
50 with four minutes to go. Senior
center Ian Dutcher brought the Trojans back with four points, but the
Cougars quickly tied it up 54–54.
Sports Editor
In the closing seconds of the game,
Spirits sunk in Odle Arena on Tuesday MVNU’s Jordi Mas grabbed an offenas the Taylor men’s basketball team sive rebound and put the ball back
took a devastating loss to the Mount up with zeros on the scoreboard. The
ball rattled in, granting the Cougars
Vernon Nazarene Cougars, 56–54.
The Trojans held the lead the en- a 56–54 victory.
tire first half with an efficient offense
“When it left his hand, it almost
all-around. Taylor shot 15-of-23 in felt like the ball was in the air forthe first half, leading to a 38–29 lead ever,” said junior guard Kyle Stibefore heading to halftime.
dom. “When it goes in, your heart
However, it was a tale of two halves just sinks. You watch it, and there’s
as Taylor’s pace stuttered in the sec- nothing you can do about it. We hate
ond frame. After notching 15 buck- to lose that way.”
ets in the first half, the Trojans could
Stidom led all players with
only make three in the second half 16 points while also registering
along with a few free throws.
three assists. Dutcher contributThe sputtering offense allowed ed 11 points along with seven reMount Vernon Nazarene to mount bounds while senior Jesse Coffey
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scored eight.
While Mount Vernon Nazarene
and Taylor posted similar stats in
shooting percentage, the Cougars
outrebounded the Trojans 38–29.
MVNU also grabbed 15 offensive rebounds compared to Taylor’s seven.
The Cougars also registered three
more blocks than Taylor along with
four more steals.
“We just couldn’t make the big play
down the stretch to seal the deal,”
said head coach Josh Andrews. “We
had a really efficient offensive first
half. I would say fatigue hurt us and
it challenged us in the second half.
We gotta learn that ‘tired can’t defeat you.’”
Taylor (11–14, 2–11 CL) looks to
keep its playoff hopes alive on the
road against Spring Arbor at 3 p.m.
Saturday.

Athlete of the Week

Cassidy Wyse
Year

Freshman

Hometown

Archbold, Ohio

Position

Forward

Pump-Up Song

“Uptown Funk,” by Mark Ronson ft. Bruno
Mars

Favorite high school basketball Going undefeated in junior year
memory
Favorite Taylor basketball
memory

Hanging with the team over Christmas break

Key stat

50.9 field goal percentage
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